Packed Up by Adelman, Shirley
VOLUME 33, NUMBERS 1,2 203
Cahuc, Pierre and Stéphane Carcillo. “The Detaxation of 
Overtime Hours: Lessons from the French Experiment.” 
Discussion Paper No. 5439. Bonn: Institute for the Study 
of Labor (IZA), 2011. Print.
Canada, Minister of Finance. Canada’s Economic Action 
Plan: Budget 2009. Ottawa: Public Works Canada, 
2009. Print.
Canada, Minister of Finance. Leading the Way on Jobs and 
Growth: Budget 2010. Ottawa: Public Works Canada, 
2010. Print.
Canada Revenue Agency. Income Statistics 2012. Ottawa: 
Public Works Canada, 2012. Web. 30 July 2018.
Canada, Status of Women. Setting the Stage for the Next 
Century: The Federal Plan for Gender Equality. Ottawa: 
Status of Women Canada, 1995, Index, paras 56 and 
57. Print.
Cobham, Alex and Petr Janský. “Global Distribution of 
Revenue Loss from Tax Avoidance: Re-estimation and 
Country Results.” Working paper No. 55. Helsinki: Unu-
Wider, World Institute for Development Economic 
Research, 2017. Print.
Contractor, Farok J. “Tax Avoidance by Multinational 
Companies: Methods, Policies, and Ethics.” Rutgers 
Business Review 1.1 (2016): 27-43. Print.
Crivelli, Ernesto, Ruud De Mooij, and Michael Keen. “Base 
Erosion, Profit Shifting, and Developing Countries.” 
FinanzArchiv: Public Finance Analysis 72.3 (2016): 
268-301. Print.
Finestone, Sheila. Statement by the Secretary of State 
(Status of Women and Multiculturalism) of Canada, The 
Honourable Shelia Finestone, at the Fourth United Nations 
World Conference on Women. Beijing: UNDP (Sept. 6, 
1995). Web. 30 July 2018. 
Lahey, Kathleen A. Canada’s Gendered Budget 2012: 
Impact of Bills C-38 and C-45 on Women. Kingston: 
FLSQ, 2012. Print. 
OECD. Revenue Statistics 2013, table 2, 94-9 5.Geneva: 
OECD, 2014.
Surrey, Stanley S. Pathways to Tax Reform: The Concept of 
Tax Expenditures. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University 
Press, 1973. Print.
Tax Policy Center. The Tax Policy Briefing Book. Washington 
DC: Urban Institute-Brookings Institution, 2012. 
I-8-1. Print.
United Nations. Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action, 
adopted at the Fourth World Conference on Women, 27 
October 1995. Web. 21 January 2019. 
United Nations. Human Development Report. New York: 
United Nations, 1992-2014. Web.
World Economic Forum. Global Gender Gap Report. 
Geneva: WEF, 2006-2013. Print.
shirley adelman
Packed Up
At my father’s funeral the rabbi
looked me in the eye and said,
“I never knew there was a daughter.”
Erased eight years earlier, 
My belongings packed into boxes, 
like my mother’s, so soon after she died, 
the dust hadn’t yet settled on all
she made beautiful.   The plants growing
in glasses that once held sour cream, 
looked moist and green, bathed in sunlight,
as though she would return to them, 
in the early hours of morning,
after the kettle hummed, and she sat
at the kitchen table, sipping steaming coffee, 
and writing out a shopping list with a #2 
Pencil, always adding candies last, 
because she really believed the words, 
when coaxing me to eat dessert, 
  “The last is the best.”
Spoken with a Yiddish intonation,
so the line almost rhymed, 
like the Yiddish songs
she sang to her grandchildren, 
before sending them off with chocolates
and chicklets, and shiny quarters, 
minted the year they were born.
There was hardly time to mourn her, 
before the objects of her life
were packing up like found items, 
unclaimed cargo when they still
held her scent and shone
lustrous from a lifetime of care. 
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